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John Turack, Economic and Community Development 

Engaging Communities and 
Natural Resource Assets 

for  
Placemaking  

at Multiple Scales 

http://www.extension.psu.edu


PSE State Team: Economic & 

Community Development (ECD) 

Our programs target --  

• Citizen participation 

• Effective organizations 

• Local government decision-making 

• Land use education 

• Community economic development  
  



On-demand programming 

• Strategic planning 

• PA local government education 

• Facilitated meetings 

      

Specific Needs? Contact us:                                              

    

  



www.extension.psu.edu/ecd  

http://www.extension.psu.edu/ecd


https://meeting.psu.edu/p57ik4ajeva/ -- What is CED? 

https://meeting.psu.edu/p57ik4ajeva/
https://meeting.psu.edu/p57ik4ajeva/


Defining Sustainable Development 

 

“Penn State defines sustainability as the 

simultaneous pursuit of human health and 

happiness, environmental quality, and 

economic well-being for current and future 

generations.” 

 

-- http://sustainability.psu.edu/fieldguide/  

http://sustainability.psu.edu/fieldguide/
http://sustainability.psu.edu/fieldguide/


Economic Development 

“Sustained actions of communities and 

policy makers that enhance the economic 

health and standard of living of a particular 

area.” 
 

Also see –  

Community Economic Development: What is it, and 

What is Your Role in its Use in Your Communities? 

http://www.cvent.com/events/land-use-webinar-series-recordings-summer-fall-

2015/event-summary-0ee248027da0459cbd8b3a8e809898f2.aspx  
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Economies are Connected 

World 
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Economic 

Development 

Area 

Dollars 

Goods/Services 

Workers 



Economic Development  

Evolution 

Single 

purpose 

organization 

Collaboration 

of 

organizations 



21st Century ED System 

• Resident wealth 

• Business wealth 

• Improve/preserve 

assets 

• Quality of life 

 

• Shared vision 

Multiple 

Organizations 

Skill 

Development 

Quality of 

Life 

Industry 

Clusters 

Diverse 

Industries 

Innovation/ 

Entrepreneurship 



Also see -- http://www.rural.palegislature.us/demographics_datagram_pa_population_change.html  

https://pasdc.hbg.psu.edu/  

http://www.rural.palegislature.us/demographics_datagram_pa_population_change.html
http://www.rural.palegislature.us/demographics_datagram_pa_population_change.html
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Land Consumed – Greater Pittsburgh Region 

1940 Today 

   Population remained constant at 2.5 Million 



Principles of  

Smart Growth 

 

 One way used to start       

the discussion about 

alternative means of 

accomplishing community 

development and 

sustainable economic 

development in a specific 

place, or on a regional basis 



Conventional 

Development 

Smart Growth 

Development 



PRINCIPLES OF SMART GROWTH 

 Encourage community and 

stakeholder collaboration in 

development decisions 

Developing Effective Citizen Engagement: 
www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=865  

 

Sustaining Public Engagement 
www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=866  

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/cou

rses/land-use-planning  

My Community:  What’s the Plan? 
Students understand how communities are planned. 

http://extension.psu.edu/ecd/land-use/my-community-whats-the-plan  
http://akvnews.com/build-a-better-block-

looked-good-in-new-kensington/  

http://www.route30plan.com/docs/FinalDemo022808LoRes.pdf  

https://meeting.psu.edu/p5k9xzleavt/?launch

er=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal  

http://www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=865
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Preserve Open Space, Farmland, Natural 
Beauty, and Critical Environmental Areas 

“Improved Growth Strategies”  

Education, Partnership and IMPLEMENTATION 

PRINCIPLES OF SMART GROWTH 



Ag & ECD – perfect together 

Credit: CS Mott at Michigan State University and Virginia Farm to Table 



http://extension.psu.edu/westmoreland/news/2013/eye-

on-the-future-leads-to-more-engaged-community-

leaders-citizens  

• Started with an asset 

inventory 

 

• Defined “community” 

        boundaries 

 

• SOAR group 

exercises 
• Strengths 

• Opportunities 

• Aspirations 

• (measureable)   

Results 

 

• Engaged (engaging) 

stakeholders  

        and resources 

 

• Creating a        

community vision 

 

• Currently making              

a plan (plans?) with 

aspiring and realistic 

goals, objectives, and 

action steps 

https://futurestorycollaborati

ve.files.wordpress.com/2013/

09/future-story-community-

visioning-project-report-

final.pdf  
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Placemaking,   

Connectivity-Planning,  

and the Arts 

Currently in the New Kensington area 

the community discussion/deliberation  

for the potential of a trail and  

“complete street” system continues. 

Communities and their organizations 

use the reports from visioning efforts at 

their local festivals and other events, to 

engage their community citizenry in 

further plan creation and action step 

implementation towards creating better 

place 

 

• The cities of New Kensington and 

Arnold held Better Block style 

events (tactical urbanism) this year  

       to energize additional interest.                  

To learn more – 

 
• http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/ne

ws/2014/making-our-communities-matter 

 

• https://www.facebook.com/groups/newken

betterblock/  

 

• http://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/

engagement-

toolbox/facilitation/engagement-and-

governance-strategies-and-considerations  

http://extension.psu.edu/westmoreland/news/2013/eye-on-the-future-leads-to-more-engaged-community-leaders-citizens
http://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/facilitation/engagement-and-governance-strategies-and-considerations
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2014/making-our-communities-matter
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Placemaking 

https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GUEA_enUS570US570&q=Placemaking


http://www.mainlinecanalgreenway.org/images/Greenway_MAP-FIN-low.jpg  

Blairsville 

Derry 

Latrobe/Unity 

Delmont 

Connectivity 

http://www.mainlinecanalgreenway.org/images/Greenway_MAP-FIN-low.jpg
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Blairsville, PA  

Your Town Workshop  
“The Blairsville, PA Your Town workshop was a 

joint effort, benefiting from a group of 

contributing organizations, including...the 

National Park Service Rivers and Trails Program, 

the Indiana County Office of Planning & 

Development, and the PA/Delaware Chapter of 

the American Society of Landscape Architects.” 

 

Creating Connections  
“The workshop focused on the design issues 

associated with community gateways and 

wayfinding, rediscovering and reconnecting the 

community with the Conemaugh River, and 

establishing a trail system.”  

- www.rural-design.org     

“The general theme of the workshop was 

creating connections. How could Blairsville 

become linked to the economic, transportation, 

and recreation activity around it, and how could 

the community become re-connected to the 

Conemaugh River and all it has to offer?”  
Download a recap of outcomes, six years later --  

 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzy

RVZuVVBRcnkwdVk/view?usp=sharing 

http://www.rural-design.org/
http://www.rural-design.org/
http://www.rural-design.org/
http://www.blairsville-pa.net/uploads/1/3/2/1/13219272/2013_april_your__town_six_years_later.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyRVZuVVBRcnkwdVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyRVZuVVBRcnkwdVk/view?usp=sharing


https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbz

yMUJFYy1hUkh3ajA/view?usp=sharing  

http://www.derryarea.net/darcee.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyMUJFYy1hUkh3ajA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyMUJFYy1hUkh3ajA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyMUJFYy1hUkh3ajA/view?usp=sharing


Derry Township/Derry Borough also could be called the  

Chestnut Ridge Sub-Landscape of the Laurel Highlands Landscape 

Google Maps -- https://www.google.com/maps/place/Derry,+PA/@40.3779554,-

79.3007534,36818m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x89cb33f52fe4f819:0x773630c4e863fa5c?hl=en  

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cli/aboutcli/index.htm  
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Derry,+PA/@40.3779554,-79.3007534,36818m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x89cb33f52fe4f819:0x773630c4e863fa5c?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Derry,+PA/@40.3779554,-79.3007534,36818m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x89cb33f52fe4f819:0x773630c4e863fa5c?hl=en
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cli/aboutcli/index.htm


http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=999  

County-Level Landscapes and Greenways 

http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/DocumentCenter/View/25
http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=999


http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=141 

Transportation and Land Use Planning as Placemaking 

http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=141


http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=141 

http://data.mashedworld.com/dualmaps/map.htm?x=-

79.4462307177926&y=40.2304357008473&z=16&gm=0&ve=5&gc=0&bz=0&bd=

0&mw=1&sv=1&svb=0&svp=0&svz=0&svm=1&svf=1 

“Viewshed” easements to enhance 

Placemaking? 

http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/index.aspx?NID=141
http://data.mashedworld.com/dualmaps/map.htm?x=-79.4462307177926&y=40.2304357008473&z=16&gm=0&ve=5&gc=0&bz=0&bd=0&mw=1&sv=1&svb=0&svp=0&svz=0&svm=1&svf=1
http://data.mashedworld.com/dualmaps/map.htm?x=-79.4462307177926&y=40.2304357008473&z=16&gm=0&ve=5&gc=0&bz=0&bd=0&mw=1&sv=1&svb=0&svp=0&svz=0&svm=1&svf=1
http://data.mashedworld.com/dualmaps/map.htm?x=-79.4462307177926&y=40.2304357008473&z=16&gm=0&ve=5&gc=0&bz=0&bd=0&mw=1&sv=1&svb=0&svp=0&svz=0&svm=1&svf=1
http://data.mashedworld.com/dualmaps/map.htm?x=-79.4462307177926&y=40.2304357008473&z=16&gm=0&ve=5&gc=0&bz=0&bd=0&mw=1&sv=1&svb=0&svp=0&svz=0&svm=1&svf=1


Placemaking with Food and Green Space 



Other Rural Natural Asset Placemaking 

A local  

Lions Club 

and  

Boy Scouts  

create  

fishing-for-

kids areas in  

a community 

park 
https://www.facebook.com/searc

h/top/?q=Smart%20Growth%20P

artnership%20of%20Westmorela

nd%20County%20fish  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish


  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart%20Growth%20Partnership%20of%20Westmoreland%20County%20fish  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Smart Growth Partnership of Westmoreland County fish


Our Natural Assets -- 
Community Growth Catalysts?  But often private property… be careful. 

What will it 

take for a local  

Lions Club  

to create  

Fish-For-Kids 

Areas in a 

Community 

Park? 

http://fishandboat.com/habitat.htm 

http://fishandboat.com/habitat.htm


  
Create a Project Work Plan.  Engage everyone you need.  

Engage more than you need. 



  

Main Street Four Point Approach 

• Organization 

• Economic 

Restructuring 

• Design 

• Promotions 

• Image 

• Events 

• Retail 

 

Pennsylvania 

Downtown Center 

(PDC) 

 
http://www.padownto

wn.org/programs-

services/main-

street/the-main-

street-four-point-

approach  

http://www.padowntown.org/programs-services/main-street
http://www.padowntown.org/programs-services/main-street
http://www.padowntown.org/programs-services/main-street
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http://blog.preservationleadershipforum.org/2015/10/23/your-new-main-street-main-

street-america-and-the-refreshed-main-street-approach/#.Vktig02FN58  

http://www.preservationnation.o

rg/main-street/about-main-

street/main-street-america/the-

main-street-

approach.html#.VktmV02FN58  

http://blog.preservationleadershipforum.org/2015/10/23/your-new-main-street-main-street-america-and-the-refreshed-main-street-approach/.Vktig02FN58
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Latrobe (from draft plan, 

2009) 

http://www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=1285


https://www.facebook.com/Latrobe

Revitalization/?fref=ts  

https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts


https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts  

https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/LatrobeRevitalization/?fref=ts


  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXR

d7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit


“Tactical urbanism is an umbrella  term 

used to describe a collection of low-cost, 

temporary changes to the built 

environment, usually in cities, intended to 

improve local neighbourhoods and city 

gathering places.” 

 

--  Wikipedia 

 

 

Tactical Urbanism 

Tactical Urbanism | Island Press 

islandpress.org/book/tactical-urbanism 

Cached 

Island Press 

"Tactical Urbanism: Short-Term Actions for 

Long-Term Change is a valuable text for 

citizens, public-sector planners, and 

developers alike. The book is easy to read, 

clear, and is all about action—something 

you can't say about many planning-

oriented texts." Better Cities & Towns. 

http://www.citylab.com/design/

2012/03/guide-tactical-

urbanism/1387/  

http://issuu.com/streetpla

nscollaborative/docs/tacti

cal_urbanism_vol_2_final

?e=4528751/2585800  

"Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper:  A Low-Cost, High-Impact Approach”  

 Project for Public Spaces. Web. 11 Nov. 2015  http://www.pps.org/  

https://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=tactical+urbanism&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4GUEA_enUS570US570&q=tactical+urbanism&gs_l=hp..0.0l5.0.0.0.7336...........0.SIk9OAWJVVc
http://islandpress.org/book/tactical-urbanism
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:wud0B6ThCi4J:islandpress.org/book/tactical-urbanism+&cd=2&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us
http://www.citylab.com/design/2012/03/guide-tactical-urbanism/1387/
http://www.citylab.com/design/2012/03/guide-tactical-urbanism/1387/
http://www.citylab.com/design/2012/03/guide-tactical-urbanism/1387/
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http://issuu.com/streetplanscollaborative/docs/tactical_urbanism_vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800
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No shortage of guidance 

http://issuu.com/streetplanscolla

borative/docs/tactical_urbanism_

vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800  

http://issuu.com/streetplanscollaborative/docs/tactical_urbanism_vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800
http://issuu.com/streetplanscollaborative/docs/tactical_urbanism_vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800
http://issuu.com/streetplanscollaborative/docs/tactical_urbanism_vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800
http://issuu.com/streetplanscollaborative/docs/tactical_urbanism_vol_2_final?e=4528751/2585800


 Better Block Events 

Engage Everyone 

The video by Better Block founder Jason Roberts is both entertaining and enlightening – 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntwqVDzdqAU  

Opposite to the 'top down' concept of urban design is BETTER BLOCK, founded in Dallas' Oak Cliff by Jason 

Roberts and Andrew Howard. The Better Block project is a demonstration tool that temporarily re-visions an 

area to show the potential to create a walkable, vibrant, neighborhood center.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntwqVDzdqAU


Better Block Evaluation  

To evaluate the success of 

the 

New Kensington Better Block  

the following criteria  

are continually assessed:  

1. Safety  

2. Shared Access of Space  

3. Stay Power  

4. Local Economy  

5. Physical Infrastructure  

“…it’s best to address the 

following four areas when 

developing a Better 

Block…”: 

 

• Safety 

• Shared Access 

• Stay Power 

• 8-80 Amenities 

http://betterblock.org

/how-to-build-a-

better-block/  

http://betterblock.org/how-to-build-a-better-block/
http://betterblock.org/how-to-build-a-better-block/
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Basic Steps: 
• “Blackmail” yourselves 

• Get approvals (or not) 

• Find help (collaborators and partners) 

• Get started 

http://betterblock.org

/how-to-build-a-

better-block/  

http://betterblock.org/how-to-build-a-better-block/
http://betterblock.org/how-to-build-a-better-block/
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Plan lots of time for preparation! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/newkenbetterblock/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/newkenbetterblock/


Figure out how to pay for it  

(or at least some of it) 

Thank you to the Greater Allegheny 

Kiski Association of Realtors (GAKA) 

for sponsoring the New Kensington 

events 





Pop-up Traffic Circle & Crosswalks  



Food vendor lot  

Crowded streets (but not closed to traffic) 

http://akvnews.com/

build-a-better-

block-looked-

good-in-new-

kensington/  
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Beer garden and recreational area  

Pop-up sandbox  

Cycling  

Awareness 

Art 



Children’s Play Area 

Stage 2  



New businesses started after 1st Better Block  



Donated gazebo placed in vacant lot; landscaping/flowers for beautification  



http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10386811-74/block-fifth-kensington  

https://www.facebook.co

m/groups/newkenbetterbl

ock/search/?query=mayor  

“Three company owners said Saturday 

they are moving to downtown New 

Kensington because they like what they 

see, the people, and the city's Better 

Block program.  

The city's third Better Block event was 

enjoyed Saturday by a crowd of hundreds 

of people. Businesses, music and fair-like 

attractions stretched over four blocks.  

Coleman's Catering, Mod-itions and Nu 

Gallery have started businesses, all along 

Fifth Avenue.  

That will bring to 10 the number of 

businesses moving to downtown 

storefronts since the first Better Block 

celebration in the city in 2015, Mayor Tom 

Guzzo said.  

“The concept works,” he said.  

Better Block's idea is to show what 

improvements can look like in one block, 

get people interested, and encourage 

business development in that block, then 

let development spread from there.  

And it's all done from grass-roots efforts.” 

http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10386811-74/block-fifth-kensington
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10386811-74/block-fifth-kensington
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/newkenbetterblock/search/?query=mayor
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An overhead look at a proposed “ARNOLD” sign location area --  
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-

79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyTldiUTF4N29QcWc/view?usp=sharing 
    

-- PSNK student magazine article about ARNOLD sign class project 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Arnold,+PA+15068/@40.5764659,-79.7652269,14011a,20y,90h/data=!3m1!1e3!4m2!3m1!1s0x883495dd8beceaf5:0x71ce632b49055f0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyTldiUTF4N29QcWc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2IxNAjJwbzyTldiUTF4N29QcWc/view?usp=sharing


 https://www.google.com/maps/@40.5768017,-

79.7745328,235a,20y,90h,41.64t/data=!3m1!1e3 

https://www.google.com/maps/@40.5768017,-79.7745328,235a,20y,90h,41.64t/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.google.com/maps/@40.5768017,-79.7745328,235a,20y,90h,41.64t/data=!3m1!1e3
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https://www.google.com/maps/@40.5768017,-79.7745328,235a,20y,90h,41.64t/data=!3m1!1e3


https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1372868466063671&ov

erlay=1&notif_t=story_reshare&notif_id=1466424826370170  

http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington  

https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1372868466063671&overlay=1&notif_t=story_reshare&notif_id=1466424826370170
https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1372868466063671&overlay=1&notif_t=story_reshare&notif_id=1466424826370170
https://www.facebook.com/shares/view?id=1372868466063671&overlay=1&notif_t=story_reshare&notif_id=1466424826370170
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington
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http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington
http://triblive.com/news/valleynewsdispatch/10646080-74/urban-hike-kensington


Blogs and Social Media as Placemaking Tools 

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2014/diamonds-rough-

or-not.. 

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2014/diamonds-rough-or-not..#.VE_IUY67SDc.facebook 

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2015/social-media-community-media  

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2014/diamonds-rough-or-not..
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http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2015/social-media-community-media
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Consider Video 
To see how to use film to create vision and enthusiasm for  

community economic development projects, watch this  
 

Rough Diamond Trail Project, Phase II  Vimeo – 

 

 
 

                   http://vimeo.com/109631612 

http://vimeo.com/109631612
http://vimeo.com/109631612
http://vimeo.com/109631612


More Tools for 

“Connecting” 
 

•  Local Community Planning 

Events   

•  Adopted Official Maps 

•  Community Volunteers   

•  Grants 

•  Regional Trails  

•  Click the graphics  

     at right for more 
 

 

• You! 
We write blogs about other tools and projects 

that you may find interesting --   
 

• Municipal Budgets and 

Comprehensive Plans -- What's the 

relationship?  
 

• Community Champions –  
         Where Would Our Communities Be Without Them?;  

 

• http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news   

http://www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=865
http://www.smartgrowthpa.org/news_detail.asp?ID=865
https://meeting.psu.edu/p5k9xzleavt/
https://meeting.psu.edu/p5k9xzleavt/
https://meeting.psu.edu/p5k9xzleavt/
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2015/municipal-budgets-and-comprehensive-plans-whats-the-relationship
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http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2015/municipal-budgets-and-comprehensive-plans-whats-the-relationship
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news/2015/municipal-budgets-and-comprehensive-plans-whats-the-relationship
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http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/news
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http://www.smartgrowthpa.org/files/effective_citizen_engagement.pdf


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7Z

K8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qHT2mzEXRd7ZK8X2ddGoPbGjdcEeI4FvHg8Ww2B9BvY/edit


To review and learn more –  

 

Community Economic Development  

and Placemaking: 

https://meeting.psu.edu/p57ik4ajeva/  

 

Planning for Healthy Communities 

https://meeting.psu.edu/p891om4apld/ 

 
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses  

 http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning  

https://meeting.psu.edu/p57ik4ajeva/
https://meeting.psu.edu/p891om4apld/
https://meeting.psu.edu/p891om4apld/
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning
http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd/courses/land-use-planning


In what types of  

Community Economic Development   

have you been engaged? 



Contact Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd 

https://www.facebook.com/ecdPennStateExt/  
https://www.facebook.com/SmartGrowthPartnershipofWestmoreland/  

John Turack, ECD Assistant 

Penn State Extension 

214 Donohoe Rd. 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

Email: jdt15@psu.edu 

Phone: (724) 837-1402 

http://extension.psu.edu/community/ecd
https://www.facebook.com/ecdPennStateExt/
https://www.facebook.com/ecdPennStateExt/
https://www.facebook.com/SmartGrowthPartnershipofWestmoreland/
https://www.facebook.com/SmartGrowthPartnershipofWestmoreland/
mailto:jdt15@psu.edu


extension.psu.edu/community/ecd 

The University is committed to equal access to programs, facilities, 

admission and employment for all persons.  It is the policy of the 

University to maintain an environment free of harassment and free of 

discrimination against any person because of age, race, color, ancestry, 

national origin, religion, creed, service in the uniformed services (as 

defined in state and federal law), veteran status, sex, sexual orientation, 

marital or family status, pregnancy, pregnancy-related conditions, 

physical or mental disability, gender, perceived gender, gender identity, 

genetic information or political ideas. Discriminatory conduct and 

harassment, as well as sexual misconduct and relationship violence, 

violates the dignity of individuals, impedes the realization of the 

University’s educational mission, and will not be tolerated. Direct all 

inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to Dr. Kenneth Lehrman 

III, Vice Provost for Affirmative Action, Affirmative Action Office, The 

Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 

16802-5901, email: kfl2@psu.edu, phone: 814-863-0471. 

 

 

 

 


