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Data for Decision Makers (DDM)
Themed data profiles for all 99 Iowa counties

and demographic reports for over 900 communities



Effective Decision Making
Depends on Accessible and Reliable Data

• A goal of ISU Extension and 
Outreach is to have our faculty and 
staff be Experts in All Things Iowa 
and to make informed decisions to 
create relative programming.

• A central repository that included 
frequently updated data from 
multiple resources would allow 
faculty and staff to better meet 
this goal.



Reduce Data Challenges

• Accessing up-to-date information is tedious and 
requires visits to numerous data sources that 
constantly change.

• The volume of data available makes it difficult to 
identify the appropriate information. 



Reduce Data Challenges

• Often users do not have access to or the technical 
ability to use complex geospatial and visualization 
tools. 

• Public users may not have the education or 
experience to critically evaluate this information and 
turn it into actionable ideas.



Duplication of Efforts Costs Time and $$$



Solution

Develop a data repository that overcomes these 
obstacles and provides access to data that is 
presented and shared in an unbiased format.





Data for Decision Makers



Data Source à Local Database àà PDF



Data for Decision Makers County Profiles – 4-page PDF



Note the examples above were generated/printed in 2018, thus the dates of the data were the most
up-to-date at the time of PDF creation.



Templating allows for layout standardization …
However, every County is different!





Multiple Geographies
County, City, Extension Region, Iowa House and Senate Districts



Multiple Geographies
County, City, Extension Region, Iowa House and Senate Districts



Duplication between reports …



Multiple Themes
Demographics, Health, Housing, 4H Youth (Families & Education coming soon)



New table

Default table

County Health Profile
Introduces customized reports



Health Profiles
Introduces customized reports



Property Tax Revenue Per Capita

Total Revenue Per Capita



Market Maker / AgMRC Commodity Report
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