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INTRODUCTION

My role: Consultant and advocate for rural communities

Launched the Creative District 
Program in 2021

Purpose: Support placemaking and 
enhance quality of life



COMMON BARRIERS

Awareness Capacity Expertise



THE CREATIVE DISTRICT PROGRAM



MY APPROACH
Promoted program:

•Email Lists
•Webinars
•Personal Contacts

Developed tools:
•Checklist and resource folder
•Simplified documentation

Provided technical support:
•Meeting facilitation
•Strategic planning help
•Application review



OUTCOMES
1. Sidney Creative District – achieved certification in 2023
2. The Creative Beet (Scottsbluff Creative District) – achieved certification in 2023
3. Oshkosh Creative District 77 – achieved certification in 2025
4. Gering Creative District – has just started the application process
  

Created a “Western Nebraska 
Creative District Cohort” for 
peer learning, information 
sharing and collaboration



IMPLICATIONS FOR STATE AGENCIES

•Consider the burden of complex applications

•Streamline and clarify processes

•Support partnerships that extend agency reach

•Strive for a level playing field for small towns



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EXTENSION

•Proactively promote new programs

•Create simplified, shareable guides

•Be available for hands-on support

•Tailor assistance to community needs



REPLICABLE FRAMEWORK

Outreach Simplification Support



CLOSING THOUGHTS

•Rural communities have the passion—just need a path

•Replicable framework: outreach, simplification, support

•Let’s work together to remove barriers and build vibrant 
communities



EVALUATION
https://bit.ly/4dG4bLO 

https://bit.ly/4dG4bLO
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