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Nebraska County Report Card Nebraska Rural Poll Interactive Report

Nebraska Rural Poll Tool: Elevating Rural Voices Through Interactive
Nebraska County Report Cards: Visualizing Community Data for Local Data

Decision-Making

Overview:

The Nebraska Rural Poll Tool in All Things Nebraska provides interactive
access to nearly 30 years of longitudinal survey data from the Nebraska
Rural Poll—the largest annual survey of rural Nebraskans’ perceptions on
community, economic, and social issues.

Overview:

The Nebraska County Report Cards are a feature within the All Things
Nebraska data platform, designed to provide easily accessible, county-
level snapshots of key indicators across multiple topic areas. These user-
friendly summaries support data-informed decision-making by local
leaders, educators, grant writers, and community stakeholders.

Key Features:

Median Household Income Households in Financial Hardship

. Explore Rural Sentiment: Visualizes trends on topics like quality of life,
economic outlook, job satisfaction, government trust, and more.

Income Inequality

Filter by Demographics & Region: Users can explore results by age,
gender, income, educational level, and geographic region.

Life Expectancy
cy at Birth (2020-22)

75.4

Longitudinal Comparisons: Access trend lines showing how opinions
have shifted over time since the poll’s inception in 1996.

Population by Age Group Total Population by Race Alone, Total
Boyd County, NE

Interactive & Exportable: Create customized views for presentations or
download tables and charts for use in planning, reporting, or
publications.

Key Features:

County-Level Insights: Each report card highlights data in areas such as

population demographics, education, health, economy, and agriculture.
Impact & Applications:

Comparative Benchmarks: Data are contextualized against state

averages, helping users understand how their county compares. . Informs policymakers, Extension professionals, and local leaders on

rural priorities.

‘Interactive & Printable: Users can explore online interactive
visualizations or download a static PDF version for use in reports or
presentations.

Supports grant proposals, community needs assessments, and strategic
planning.

‘Regular Updates: Data sources are routinely updated to reflect the most
recent statistics from reputable sources like the U.S. Census Bureau,
USDA, and Nebraska state agencies.

Elevates rural perspectives in research and outreach across Nebraska
and beyond.
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division, Rural Prosperity Nebraska. Political discussions have grown bitter and polarized over the past decade. Do rural Nebraskans feel that a lack of civil discourse is a
serious problem? Have they experienced political divisions between friends or family members? How do they feel both federal and
statewide elections and media coverage of them contribute to political divisions? This report details 1,010 responses to the 2024
Nebraska Rural Poll, the 29th annual effort to understand rural Nebraskans' perceptions. Respondents were asked a series of
questions about civil discourse. Civil discourse refers to commmunication that promotes understanding about community issues and

political topics. The data for rural Nebraska, including its regions and counties, are sourced from the 2024 Nebraska Rural Poll.

Timpte Industries Inc i ¥ 200 o 29

Michael Foods Inc i Y 100 1199 Tobacco Use 4.3% 15.1% 14.1% Focusing on issues such as community, government policy, well-being, and
employment, the goal of the Nebraska Rural Poll is to give local and state leaders a
L?J Infrastructure e Rural Urban better understanding of the needs, priorities, and viewpoints of Nebraska's rural
5t Joseph's Villa & Court i ¥ 100 ta 199 citizens.

Frontier Cooperative Co Brairard TO 199 Broadband Availability % 87.45% 97.32%

Butler County Health Care Ctr ¥ 100 1o 199

Data Source: US Department of Commeroe, US Bureau of Economic Anatysis. 2023 Childcare Availability

Top Agricultural Products Mobile Homes Rural Poll Respondents Lack of Civil Discourse in the Political System

This indicator reports demographic information about individuals who responded to the 2024 Nebraska Rural Poll.

This indicator reparts responses from residents in Northeast rural communities when asked how serious a problem they think the
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lack of civil or respectful discourse in our political system is. The question asked was: “How serious a problem is the lack of civil or
respectful discourse in our political system?”
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Impact & Applications:
*Facilitates grant writing with up-to-date, localized data.

Lack of Civil Discourse in the Political System

*Supports programming and outreach in Extension and other public
service domains.

‘Enhances community planning, engagement, and needs assessment
processes.

All Things Nebraska - Timeline

June 2023
All Things Nebraska
launches! Including the
Nebraska Map Room, the
Nebraska County Report
Card, and the County Health
Rankings report.

March 2024
UNL rolls out All Things
Nebraska across the state;

April 2024
Work begins on the UNL
Engagement and Outreach
providing training, user Map, Grant Helper Report,
support, and gathering and the interactive Rural
feedback from constituents. Poll.

June 2022
Development of All Things Nebraska begins.
The All Things Nebraska team holds a series
of design and listening sessions to inform
development of the platform.

August 2024
All Things Nebraska Grant
Helper Report launches.

UNL Engagement Map

UNL Engagement Map: Visualizing the University’s Statewide Impact

Overview:

The UNL Engagement Map, housed within All Things Nebraska, is an
interactive data visualization tool that highlights how the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln serves communities across the state. It brings together
diverse engagement efforts—ranging from Extension programming and
faculty research to student projects and community partnerships—into
one publicly accessible map. The tool aims to make visible the full scope
of UNL’s presence and contributions in Nebraska, helping internal and
external stakeholders understand, celebrate, and build upon the
university’s outreach mission.

By displaying where and how UNL engages with local communities, the
map fosters greater awareness, transparency, and opportunities for
collaboration. Whether a user is looking to explore initiatives in a specific
county or identify efforts in a particular topic area (like health, youth, or
agriculture), the tool provides an easy-to-use platform for discovering real-
world impact stories statewide.

Key Features:
Search and Filter: Explore projects by topic, location, campus unit, or
keyword.

Geographic Reach: Visualizes UNL initiatives in every Nebraska county.

‘Project Highlights: Clickable points reveal summaries, partners, and
outcomes.

‘Publicly Accessible: Promotes transparency, collaboration, and
storytelling around engagement.

Use Cases:
Demonstrates university impact to stakeholders and funders.

/dentifies local partnerships and project models.

*Encourages cross-campus collaboration and community engagement.
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Sub Unit: Public Policy Center
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Engagement Type: Community Service
City: Lincoln
County: Lancaster

4-H Reading Connections Program

UNL Unit: Other

Academic Year: 2021-2022

Sub Unit: Nebraska Extension: 4-H Youth Development
Community Partners Unit: LNK Librarys

Engagement Type: Community Service

City: Lincoln

.edu/nebraska-4-h-stem-reading-connections-program

988 Implementation

UNL Unit: Other

Academic Year: 2022-2023

Sub Unit: Public Policy Center

Community Partners Unit: NE Dept of Health and Human Services

Engagement Type: Community Service

City: Lincoln

County: Lancaster

May 2025
All Things Nebraska launches
an interactive version of the
Rural Poll.

October 2024
UNL Engagement and
Outreach Map launches.

Nebraska Map Room

Nebraska Map Room: Interactive Mapping for Local Insights

Overview:

The Nebraska Map Room is a powerful, user-friendly GIS tool within All Things
Nebraska that allows users to explore hundreds of map layers on topics like
demographics, infrastructure, agriculture, broadband, and community assets.

Key Features:
* Interactive mapping with zoom, layer selection, and search tools

e Customizable views for counties, towns, school districts, and more

« Downloadable maps for use in reports, presentations, and grant proposals

« Combines state and national datasets for local decision-making

Use Cases:

Ideal for community planning, Extension programming, economic development,

and stakeholder engagement.
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Broadband Providers and Childcare Access @
Locatlons Of PUbllc This map shows locations of Head Start facilities and

Schools L," child care centers. The data come from the
Administration for Children & Families (ACF) and the
Homeland Infrastructure Foundation-Level Data

Households Reporting No 4-H Youth Engagement by
Internet Access County

This map shows households without access to the This map displays the number of youth engaged in 4H
internet as reported by the American Col unit clubs by county. Data for this map comes from 4H

This map shows broadband providers and locations of
Online.

public schools. (HIFLD) database. The ACF is a division of the
e anT Department of Health & Human Services and works to
- : promote the economic and social well-being of
families, children, individuals and communities.
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